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berSj of whom fourteen are elected and the remainder
nominated.
The population of the Colony is about 320,000, of whom
East Indians account for about 135,000 and negroes for
126,000. The capital is Georgetown with a population of
63,000, and some fine public buildings, and the only other
town of importance is New Amsterdam, with less than
10,000. Most of the population is to be found in the coastal
belt, the interior being almost uninhabited.
The chief industries are sugar and its by-products and
rice ("Demerara Crystals" are world-famous), but it also
has a growing gold and diamond industry, which hitherto
has been sadly hampered by lack of transport, and a great
wealth of timber, especially the famous Demerara green-
heart, as well as growing coconuts, coffee, rubber and other
tropical products. The Colony's chief handicap so far, how-
ever, has been a lack of communications. There are two
short lengths of railways, some 60 and 20 miles respectively,
and these are operated in conjunction with the steamer
services on the Demerara, Essequibo and Berbice rivers and
along the coast. The rivers, however, are not navigable very
far inland owing to cataracts and waterfalls. On the Potaro
river is the Kaieteur Fall, one of the greatest waterfalls in
the world, and an increasing attraction to tourists, now that
it is reached by the Berbice-Potaro motor road (and by air)
which has also opened up part of the interior, and with its
branch to Mazaruni, has rendered the diamond fields more
accessible.
A great deal more road construction is needed, however,
before the resources of the interior can be fully developed,
though this is being undertaken with the aid of the Colonial
Development Fund. British Guiana, by virtue of its geo-
graphical position, has been called "the gateway to South
America," and undoubtedly, if communications could be